[Fat absorption in the premature newborn infant].
The etiopathogenesis and the clinical implications of fat malabsorption in preterm infants are reviewed. Low pancreatic lipase activity and impaired solubilization of lipids due to low intraluminal concentration of bile salts appear to be the main factors of the inadequate lipid absorption. The compensatory role of intragastric lipolysis could be important. Currently available informations suggest that, chylomicron formation and transport of lipids are not limiting steps, but the efficiency of these processes in neonates needs further investigations. Due to its bile-stimulated lipase activity, non-heat-treated human milk used at least in part, appears to be the most effective method to improve fat absorption in the preterm infant.